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A courthouse is a building where court takes place.

Look at the Courthouse
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Why are you Here?
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Children go to court for many reasons. Sometimes they go to court
because something happened that they need to talk about. 



Some kids go to court because
they saw or heard something
that they need to talk about.
Other kids may go to court
because someone hurt them. If
you go to court to answer
questions about what you know,
then you are called a witness.
The job of a witness is to tell the
truth. 
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Some kids are scared to go to
court because they have never
been before. It's okay to feel
scared. Even grown ups feel
scared sometimes. Someone will
make sure you are safe when
you go to court.



Inside a courthouse, there are courtrooms. A courtroom is a

special room where witnesses go to talk about what

happened. Some courtrooms look like this. 4



Color Me
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Who is Inside the Courtroom?
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Judge
Jury
Bailiff
Court Reporter 

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Clerk
Attorneys
Defendant
Plaintiff

9.
10.
11.

Victim Advocate
Interpreter
Courthouse Facility Dog



You will probably see a judge

inside the courtroom. The

judge is the boss of the

courtroom and listens to what

witnesses and attorneys say.

The judge usually sits at the

front of the courtroom and

wears a black robe. The judge

may ask you or other

witnesses questions. It is

important to always tell the

truth. If there is no jury, then

the judge will decide the case.
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Color Me 8

Scales of Justice

Judge
Gavel



Sometimes a jury will decide the case. A jury can have 6 or 12 people.

These people are called jurors, and they sit in a special area in the

courtroom called the jury box. The jurors will listen to all the witnesses.

Sometimes the judge will make the jurors leave the courtroom if there

is something they are not allowed to hear.
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A bailiff is a law enforcement officer.

The bailiff's job is to keep the

courtroom safe and quiet. The bailiff

also escorts prisoners, witnesses,

and the jurors to and from the

courtroom. 

Color Me 10

Handcuffs

Bailiff



A court reporter  is someone that captures the words spoken by everyone

during court. A court reporter will type everything or use a special

microphone that covers their mouth. It's important to speak in a loud, clear

voice so they can hear what you say.
11

Color Me



A clerk or judicial assistant is someone that assists the judge by labeling

documents and evidence. This is also the person who will ask witnesses to

raise their right hand and promise to tell the truth about what they know.

This promise is called an oath. 
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Attorneys represent people who have cases in court. Their job is to give advice

to their clients and to speak on behalf of them in court. Attorneys are also

called lawyers. In criminal cases, attorneys that prosecute people charged with

crimes are called prosecutors or assistant district attorneys. They represent

the State of Louisiana, not people.
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In a criminal case, the defendant
is the person who is accused of

breaking the law. In a civil case,

a defendant is someone that is

brought to court because they

are accused of doing something

they should not have done or

someone wants a judge to make

the defendant do something. 

Hello

Hola!

你好

The plaintiff or petitioner is
the person who brings a civil

case against someone. This

person is asking the court for

a legal remedy against the

defendant. Remember that

this person is only someone

you will see in a civil case.

A victim advocate is
someone that is trained

to support victims of

crime. They accompany

victims to court, offer

them emotional

support, and help

connect them to

community resources. 

An interpreter is someone

who helps people who speak

different languages

understand each other.

Court interpreters are

available when people don't

speak or understand

English. 
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You may also see a courthouse facility dog. These specially trained dogs can

provide comfort and courage to people who need to testify in certain kinds

of cases.

Pictured above are Diesel, who is a facility dog at the East Baton Rouge District Attorney's Office, and his handlers

(pictured left to right) Amy Files and Louise Hines. 
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Get a good night's sleep the night before court.

Eat a good meal in the morning.

Bring a snack that you can leave in the car or with

someone who has a bag.

Dress neatly and comfortably (no shorts or hats).

Be on time.

Bring a jacket or sweater in case it's cold.

Bring this book so you have quiet games to play.

Let someone know if you need to go to the

restroom.

What are Some Tips for Going to Court?
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Rules for Witnesses

Tell the truth.

No chewing gum in court.

If you forget the question that was asked, ask the

attorney to say it again.

If you don't understand a question, let someone know. 

If you don't know or remember something, say so. Never

make up an answer. 

If you need some water while you are talking, let the

judge know.

If you need a break, let the judge know.
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What Happens After I Testify?

At the end of the case, the judge or jury will make a decision. A case is like a big

puzzle, and all of the puzzle pieces need to be put together so the judge or jury

can make that decision. 
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If it's a criminal case, then they may find the defendant "guilty" or "not guilty."

Guilty means that the judge or jury believed the defendant broke the law. Not

guilty means the judge or jury did not think there was enough evidence to prove

the defendant broke the law. It does not mean the judge or jury did not believe

you. It just means some of the puzzle pieces may have been missing in the case.

If it's a civil case, then the judge or jury may make the defendant pay the plaintiff

money, make them do something, or make them stop doing something. There are

many different things that can happen in a civil case. Ask a grown up if you want

to know what happened in your civil case. 



What Questions do you Have?
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Games and Activities
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Tic Tac Toe
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Find and circle each of the words from the list below. Words may appear forward,
backwards, horizontally, vertically, or diagonally in the grid.

Advocate

Attorney

Bailiff

Clerk

Courtroom

Court Reporter

Defendant

Judge

Jury

Prosecutor

Testify

Witness

Word Search
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B

A
BA BA

A

Players take turns drawing

horizontal or vertical lines

between dots on the grid. If a

player completes the fourth

side of a box they initial that

box and draw another line.

When all the boxes have been

completed the winner is the

player who has initialed the

most boxes.

Dots and Boxes

B

BA
A
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Crossword Puzzle

Word Bank

Gavel
Jurors

Jury Box
Oath
Plea

Recess
Testify
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This is what the judge will bang after ruling

or to make everyone quiet.

This is where the jurors sit in the

courtroom.

A promise to tell the truth.

This is when the judge lets everyone take a

break to go to the bathroom, get some

water, or go to lunch.

Down:

1.

2.

4.

6.

This is when a Defendant says they are

"Guilty," "Not Guilty," or "Nolo

Contendere."

People who decide a case.

This is when you answer questions under

oath.

Across:

3.

5.

7.



I Spy Bingo

ComputerAmerican Flag Gavel Clock Briefcase

iPhone Umbrella Seal of Louisiana Microphone

Law Book File Folder TelevisionScales of
Justice

Water
Pitcher
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Find the Courthouse!
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Answer Keys
Word Search Find the Courthouse!Crossword Puzzle
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STAR is a non-profit organization that supports survivors of sexual trauma, improves

systems response, and creates social change to end sexual violence. 

All services are confidential and provided to survivors at no cost.

Call our 24/7 hotline at 1-855-435-STAR for more information.
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